The five papers in this issue of Water History present the dynamic interactions between humans and their surrounding landscapes when people attempt to manipulate nearby water sources or make more distant water sources available. Presented in chronological order, the first three papers offer case studies from three different times and places, whereas the last two contributions discuss aspects of Palestine/Israel's water history.
that shaped the city's response to floods, offers an example of the importance of water to urban politics.
The last two papers deal with the complex water history of Palestine/Israel. In the first, David Schorr surveys the water law of Palestine under British rule. It becomes clear that despite a lack of official power, Arabs and Jews succeeded in co-shaping water law in this period . Schorr uses a court case from Arab residents against government expropriation of water to illustrate this point. The British tried reforming water law to increase state control, but the opposition of Zionist groups to government regulation remained strong.
Finally, Eran Feitelson, Assaf Selzer and Ram Almog show how histories of water interventions are intertwined with landscape properties and change. The dramatic transformation of the Palestine/Israel landscape in the twentieth century involved large water abstractions and inter-basin transfers. Drawing upon three cases that represent the different stages of water system development from 1920 to 1970, the authors show how the history of settlement and water is connected.
Each of these papers underscores the complexity of the human-water relationship. Whether it was through the creation of drainage galleries and flood control projects or through the establishment of legal codes and policy, the importance of water to human life has led people to find creative ways to alter and control their hydrological environments.
